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Introduction
Transport Spokesman

There are significant challenges ahead for our city in terms of delivering modal change,
sustainable transport, and meeting the challenge of achieving cleaner air in our city. This is our
contribution to the debate.
We are conscious not all of these goals can be achieved overnight, but we are keen to contribute
to the debate and work with our fellow citizens and partner organisations to help to create a
sustainable city where transport contributes to securing economic prosperity, social inclusion,
and healthier lifestyles.
This manifesto sets out the priorities a Lib Dem council administration will seek to implement if
elected to run Newcastle City Council. We will work with central and regional government,
transport providers, businesses, and the wider public to secure these aims.
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Metro
Lib Dem priorities for a sustainable Newcastle
Metro is a key component of our public transport network. We welcome
the announcement of additional funding for Metro rolling stock
replacement.
We are concerned that the interim period before introduction of new
Metro cars in 2021/22 is likely to be difficult as the ageing units face
increasing problems of reliability and serviceability.
We are also mindful that the new fleet is likely to be smaller than at
present, which will make maintaining existing service levels more difficult.
Options for Metro network extension should continue to be considered,
but in our view the priority must be to protect current network and service
levels. Nexus needs to plan for the next period beyond the fleet upgrade.
We are aware of problems with the Help Point system and call for these to
be addressed by Nexus.
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Buses
Lib Dem priorities for a sustainable Newcastle
Buses are also a vital part of the public transport network. We are concerned that
opportunities for improving bus services in Newcastle have been held back by the
expensive failure of the Quality Contracts Scheme and lack of progress on a
replacement bus strategy by Nexus.
We believe that the most practical way forward is the adoption of Quality Partnership
arrangements with bus operators, including a commitment to enabling bus
infrastructure corridors on major arterial routes such as the B1318 Great North Road,
A1058 Coast Road, and A186 West Road.
In return for this commitment, we will expect bus operators to co-operate with a
requirement to make significant progress towards introduction of clean low-emission
buses as part of the city’s clean air strategy by 2025.
The council has failed to progress additional Park and Ride provision. We consider that
there is a strong case for additional provision on the Coast Road corridor (in
conjunction with North Tyneside) and from the Outer West of the city. We will seek to
bring forward feasibility studies for new schemes.
Existing city centre bus stations are near capacity. We will seek to identify
opportunities for additional provision in the redeveloped Market Street / East Pilgrim
Street area.
We are concerned that subsidised services are at considerable risk in future years,
significantly limiting access to bus services in many parts of the city. We regret the
Combined Authority’s decision to reduce Transport Levy funding when they know that
subsidised services are already at risk, and we will lobby for this to be addressed.
We are concerned that provision of bus shelters looks set to be significantly reduced
following the ending of the current arrangement with Clear Channel to provide
shelters, and will seek to identify new sponsorship opportunities for bus shelters.
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Highways
Network
Lib Dem priorities for a sustainable Newcastle
We support efforts to ‘divert’ through HGV traffic via the A1 and A19 rather
than through the urban core
We will assess the feasibility of the potential introduction of a Leeds-style
carbon charge for diesel HGVs within the area bounded by the A1 and A19,
with a view to ringfencing revenue for public transport and highways
maintenance
We are broadly supportive of proposals to improve Scotswood Bridgehead
and Blue House junctions.
We have concerns that the forthcoming A1 Western Bypass widening is likely
to have an impact on the local road network in this area of the city, and we
believe the council should lobby for funding for maintenance issues caused
by increased traffic on the local network
We await publication of the council’s Air Quality strategy and note the
requirement to bring forward proposals to improve air quality in blackspots
including the A1, A1058, and A167M. We will investigate the feasibility of
introducing “clean vehicle only” lanes on these routes but recognise that
additional congestion in these locations is unlikely to improve air quality.
We recognise that there is a need to work closely with Gateshead and North
Tyneside on air quality and congestion issues relating to the Tyne Bridges,
Coast Road, A188, and Sandy Lane.
We will plan for the likely need to decommission the High Level Bridge for
road vehicles in coming years.
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Highways
Network
Lib Dem priorities for a sustainable Newcastle
We support efforts to ‘divert’ through HGV traffic via the A1 and A19 rather than through
the urban core. We will assess the feasibility of the potential introduction of a Leeds-style
carbon charge for diesel HGVs within the area bounded by the A1 and A19, with a view to
ringfencing revenue for public transport and highways maintenance
We are broadly supportive of proposals to improve Scotswood Bridgehead and Blue
House junctions.
We have concerns that the forthcoming A1 Western Bypass widening is likely to have an
impact on the local road network in this part of the city, and we believe the council should
lobby for funding for maintenance issues caused by increased traffic on the local network
We await publication of the council’s Air Quality strategy and note the requirement to
bring forward proposals to improve air quality in blackspots including the A1, A1058, and
A167M. We will investigate the feasibility of “clean vehicle only” lanes on these routes but
recognise that additional congestion in these locations is unlikely to improve air quality.
We recognise that there is a need to work closely with Gateshead and North Tyneside on
air quality and congestion issues relating to the Tyne Bridges, Coast Road, A188, and
Sandy Lane.
We will plan for the likely need to decommission the High Level Bridge for road vehicles in
coming years.
We are critical of the Labour administration’s failure to adequately maintain the local road
network. The council’s own figures identify a highways maintenance backlog of £76m and
a pavement maintenance backlog of £40m. A significant proportion of the city’s roads are
identified as being in “red” or “amber” condition – 25% of A and B roads, 22% of C roads,
49% of U (unclassified – i.e. local neighbourhood) roads.
We will bring forward proposals to restore an annual budget for local maintenance and
resurfacing, and will investigate the possibility of using an HGV emissions levy to partfund this.
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City
Centre
Lib Dem priorities for a sustainable Newcastle

We will consult on the introduction of a “low emission zone” for the city
centre core within the area of the city centre bus loop.
We will review “Live After Five” free parking. Whilst we recognise that this has
proved popular and helpful in stimulating the evening economy and the
retail sector, many feel it may no longer be appropriate to subsidise car use
in this way. We will consider whether the impact could be offset by
discounted public transport initiatives.
We will commission research into the feasibility of introduction of a
workplace parking levy zone with a view to ringfencing revenue to fund
public transport.
Whilst we recognise that bus lanes to prioritise public transport at key
bottlenecks are necessary, we are critical of the council’s recent approach to
enforcement. We will review the operation of bus lane enforcement in the
city centre in light of perceptions that these have targeted the unwary to
generate penalty charge income.
The previous Lib Dem administration introduced a pilot freight consolidation
initiative in the city centre, involving low emission vehicles providing
deliveries from a depot at Newburn. Although this depot is no longer
available, we believe the case for freight consolidation is strong and we will
seek to restore and expand this provision.
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Sustainable
Transport
Lib Dem priorities for a sustainable Newcastle
We are strongly supportive of extending sustainable and active transport
choices as part of efforts to improve modal shift, although we do not believe
it is desirable or feasible to design transport policy which largely or wholly
excludes car use.
We are supportive of efforts to move away from use of high-emissions
vehicles and will seek to encourage greater uptake of low emission vehicles.
We will audit existing charging point infrastructure and develop a plan to
increase provision.
We will support efforts to encourage people to use cars less by using public
transport or active travel options for a greater proportion of journeys, such
as incentivising people to switch modes one day a week or one day a month.
We aspire to cross-subsidise this from revenue from emissions charges and
parking levies.
We will lobby Government for a fairer and more sustainable national
concessionary fare scheme recognising Tyne & Wear’s local circumstances.
We will lobby the new North of Tyne Mayoral Authority to implement
concessionary travel for young people.
We will work with operators to assess feasibility of an annual Free Public
Transport Day, as successfully trialled in other European cities.
We will support continued efforts to create “liveable walkable
neighbourhoods” within new developments and to move away from car
dependence on the “school run”.
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Cycling &
Walking
Lib Dem priorities for a sustainable Newcastle
We believe that active transport should be given the priority commensurate
with walking and cycling being at the top of the transport hierarchy. Active
transport is healthy, environmentally friendly and creates more convivial local
communities.
We will re-prioritise the completion of the City's strategic cycle network as this
will do most to encourage modal shift.
We will introduce gritting (or equivalent) of strategic cycle routes during
snow/ice events in winter.
We will ensure that changes to road infrastructure include cycle & pedestrianfriendly features ensuring new junctions make walking and cycling easier.
We support the essence of Newcycle's City4Kids manifesto. We will make 'child
friendly' the standard for cycling infrastructure, work with schools to provide
safe access and cycle storage, encourage walking and cycling to school,
provide links to other family orientated destinations, and enable communities
to take back control of residential roads through projects such as 'Playing Out'
We believe that it is important to ensure that local neighbourhood schemes
are subject to meaningful local consultation and involvement of local
stakeholders in scheme design. We are committed to enhancing cycling and
walking infrastructure but we believe that this process will gain greater local
support where it can be demonstrated that local concerns have been
adequately addressed.
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Taxis
& Rail
Lib Dem priorities for a sustainable Newcastle
Taxis:
We will consult on introducing a licensing requirement to ensure that all taxis
/ private hire vehicles in the city are low-emissions by 2025.
We note the recommendation of the Operation Sanctuary SCR that a national
review is needed of safeguarding issues relating to this sector and will seek to
bring forward proposals locally.

Rail:
We are mindful of the need to ensure that the North East’s priorities are
incorporated in Transport for the North’s strategic planning and delivery
programme given the risk that the region will be seen as a lower priority than
areas such as West and South Yorkshire and Greater Manchester, which have
greater population and local rail infrastructure.
We support efforts to make Central Station “HS2 ready” and creation of a
southern entrance, along with enhancing ECML capacity on the NewcastleNorthallerton sector. We support efforts to improve service levels at Manors.
We welcome the phasing out of Class 142 Pacer units on local rail services.
However, they are set to be replaced by equally elderly Class 150 Sprinter
units rather than new units – these must be subject to refurbishment .
We support efforts to introduce improved regional rail links between York,
Newcastle and Edinburgh calling at intermediate stations in Durham &
Northumberland arising from creation of additional ECML paths after HS2.
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Air & Sea /
Governance
Lib Dem priorities for a sustainable Newcastle
Air:
We will support the sustainable development of Newcastle International
Airport including expansion of route network where possible.

Sea:
The impact of Brexit offers opportunities and threats for the Port of Tyne.
Additional pressure on Channel ports from new customs arrangements may
create new demand for facilities at the Port.
We support the ambition to restore a North Shields-Norway ferry service: the
new North of Tyne authority should seek to support feasibility work to
develop this link.

A footnote on governance:
We are concerned that the proposed North of Tyne Mayoral Authority governance
arrangements will do little to simplify transport decision-making locally, and we are
disappointed that the NECA experience has not led to an increase in political
accountability for transport.
The failure of the Devo Deal to include transport powers risks leaving the area significantly
worse off in comparison to other mayoral city regions such as Greater Manchester and the
West Midlands (and potentially also Yorkshire if the One Yorkshire proposal is adopted).
Under the Devo Deal transport governance will be more complex. We favour restoration
of the ITA model, with representation for Durham and Northumberland.
We support a governance review of Nexus in order to safeguard against conflict of interest
in its position as developer of strategy, commissioner of services, and delivery provider

